Dear Dave* 3/o/'Tl 

Over 8 period of several heavily-interrupted days I have gone ovsr five voIufiSS of 
>iemphlB FBI ileld CMTfioe files on the sanitation-workers strike, it is simply incredible 
stuff of coriBidcrable liistorioal sad political— science inportance, 

I*B Sony I w^s not able to make full and detailed notes, I Just do not tove the time, 
Eow^w, i have made some ejjdea, (I'a ksepinfi "orieinals" Intact for you,)X've made 
or rather will make copdea to illustrate, I think that I'll have to have a chapter or 
part of one on this, I've cut back on the copies becauee the coats are getting to be 
fantastic for us. Just samples for the future and what I may use in writing, I've set 
up a aeparate writing file not to disturb the originals, 

I'a not taking time to organise a few thou^ta, I'm writing: on a "rest," after one 
of my walks for the circulation, while stUl sweating. Off the top of the head, as they 
XK>p outf these few thouj^ts* 

®his la the FBI is a classic strike-brealdne role. Not the violence part- the labor 
spy part, R««irini<a sie of yeai*s ago whan I inveetigated these agenoiea. Same information 
sought and reported. 

This is also a unique view of the FBI, of what it does that is unknown in Washington's 
bureauomey outcido the FDI's. It uses any and ell excuses to engaget in a realty vast 
domestlo-intelUgenoe operation, all oan fully Indexed in the field offices, not HQ, 

The ^Wphle sanitation workers stlke was a minor matter u nt i l ^ing was interested in 
lending support. This operation began whan nobpdy had heard of the strike of about 1000 
blacks, it began wi^ their Interest in "HACIAL MAOTRS," the c|*tion of a fUe code that 
also includes bombings, this being the FBI mind. Then they have all sorts of other file 
oaptioue, l?y name, by organization, etc. And for ali. the organizatione of blacks,Blaok is 
radical, radical is to be filed and watched. 

One wonders where all the manpower came from and what else the FBI was able to do, 
particulBrly with so much of this after the acsasslnatioa, iaimcdlataly aftenmrd when tiie 
Memphis FBI should have been so busy. I gusss the answer is they were not really th«t busy 
on the nssassi'iatioQ, this do™»stio-iJitelllgtnoe operations being more iuipcrtant to them. 
They even used orlminal informants aa this strike for political infonaatlon. 

Beal dragnet type stuff. They get a report some kid is giving out the Sayings of 
Chairman Mao and it does not have to have any oonneotiwi with the strike - they fils it 
under the strike and open a ^'emphis file on the Progressive -babot ''arty because the 
fork Field Office had repoirted the PUP expressed support for the ''emphis strike, ogla* FBI 
kind. By the way, I'm not Jddng, This did happen, this way. 

Everything usnt into the sanitationEtrike filo if it wub bl ac k oJid poll'tical. All local 
blacks supported the strike so I gusss this was their basis, 

Jesse Jackson was there? ^hicago FO provided a letterhead memorandum on Jesse Jackson. 
A white preacher* in n black church and supporting the ctrike? ^ bad to b<? invorttgated 
and he was, all the way through Imrlgratian to Canada, where he oame from, (Harold 1-iiddlo- 
brook is his nj\ne,) 

The state of ndn.1 is reflected in all. Bven to calli ng one of two black brothers of 
college age "a good boy," Tne thou^t police do not want him con'taminated, that la nis 
(hoiL^ts and their x*ef lection, in his acts* 

I donftt know what the le,al authority for this kind of national police work is, if any. 

It was closely coordinated with the local red squad, called both Intelligence and 
Inspeotional. Are you beginning to get a notion why those files really were burned when the 
Vietnam Vet was about to gain aooess to those on hijif/ tost of it was between F31 agents 
Lawrence and Lowe and Lt. Axkin. Bo'th ways. With virtually every federal intelligence 
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agency receiving a copy* All the military ones^ too. opies to HQ not uncommonly 11 of 
each rrcoi^l* Doaeiis of files in ^^omphiu for each one* I Ihlnk in once case I counted 
a total of more tiian 50 copies of a domes tio-intelligence record. The code number of 
eac}i fiell office file ic on the copi^ sent to 

Once Kiri^ exnresaed intoi'est they were on him wherever he ifas* Prom LA they had hiiu 
80 closely watchea they were getting information from even airlines and airport guards. 

In Louisiana the local sheriffs reported on his travels when it was er.pected he *d go to 
manphis. They had his own headquarters as a source, I think U.ve spotted two separate 
FBI informers iuside the Atlanta SCLC, hut not by nom=». When ^ing was i^vrtting ever the 
shock of- the 'j/28/68 violence in the Blvennont (l hahe story of how he got there and why 
new) Atlanta was feeing HQ end Memphis what was in King^s ednd as he expressed it to those 
he trusted. They had agents, meaning their informants, not special agents, Insiie other 
SCLC offices, like New York. (They csven allowed a special expense account when ^'hioago 
salt a special black Infonner down to MemiMs*) They hdd their ways of knowing what 
Stanley Levison and Harry Wochtel were thinking, saying and advisixig and it is reported. 

^pper middle-class white women protested I^oeb^s conduct (two did not suppirt the 
Btrike) und went public, being roported in the papeis. The story is sent to Washington, 
memphis indexes every name. Students? ^ery one named is indexed, ^tudent meetings? 

They are covered, too. (School officials among inlormants. I have the names of one or two. 
Bualnes. and administration offices good sources, with access to records, used.) 

If there a ••liberal Club** at MSD7 Naturally the country will be wrecked if iil 
not a BubJikJt of FBI interest. 

All strike activities were covered, thoroughly .Let a couple of pickets api^or - or 
be ropoi'ted planning to appear - and HQ got a teletype. 

Preachers were sources. So wsr^ the local v*^ce president of t.bn NAAC?, I nm oui’e soce 
of the preachers sou^t to get a message to the PHI and the local authorities tliis way 
but it is a fact that they were FBI soJircea. 

125 black preachers met with the Interdenoclnati onal Ministerial Alliance and national 
and internal cf^curity required PHI interest* When the '•Community on the ^‘"ove for Equality" 
organisation. MOVE, was otganised and became the bakebone of the strike and looked eiiead 
for other improTementa itbocame a special target. There is one long report ofi a meeting 
so detailed I suspect the secretary was the source. Ill the name, the finances, the 
candidates - totality, including of what happened at the meeting. Finances, too. This 
particular report was three months after the strike ended* 

Was there police brutality? There was. Did they kill and then lie, initially protected 
by tho FBI? Yes, I recall a student named t^nyne, high nchool* Shot him and first claimed 
they caught Sim looting and when that would not hold that at his home he came for them 
with a butcher knife. All kinds of false ciiarges filed against activist ks, fi*om jay- 
walking to riding and all sorts of minor and ma))or offenses. Even traffio tiokets. 

(it got BO bad some of the cops were suspended*) 

The polios story is that King and those close to him joined the 3/28 )^arch after it 
was gone for about a block* When they x^^ikiissd they would be aocueed of participating in a 
violent march they left it* The first vehicle they saw was a truck, I believe a meat truck, 
the driver rofusod to take them away* The next vehicle was one with two black woir»en in it. 

They agreed and (Hie of associates slid into the driver seat* A ^t* Nichols of the 

MPD offered thorn escort. They asked to be ta^en to th? Eheraton-Peabody, usually called 
only the ^eabody. This is downtwon, the downtown was not safe and the cop so stated* He tlien 
led them to tiK> HAvonaont* But Waahirifiion FBI was unwilling to accept the realities. They 
ordered ^’^phis to find the women and see if they would say that ^Ing had. said be was in 
sonic way connected with the violence he preached against and abhor(3d****Or does this kind 
of FBI HW kind (Sullivan's) explain the domestic intelligence operations? 

best. 



Ttirrfwumrn&'Z', 



